
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tena Koutou, Talofa Lava, Kia Orana, Malo e lelei, Fakalofa lahi atu, 

Talohani, Talofa Koutou, Namaste, Salaam, Sawasdee, Hallo Allemaal,  

Nihao, Sidaytahay, Konichi wa, Ayubowan, Greetings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 1,  Term 3                     10 August 2017 

                 AVONDALE CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
                      “A heart for all people”   “A church for all nations” 

 
Meeting every Sunday, 10.30am in the Rosebank School Hall, a multi-cultural, 

contemporary, friendly church serving your 
community: Crèche, Children’s programmes, Regular youth 

programmes:  All enquiries phone 820-0411  

 

Dear parents and families 
Welcome to Term 3 and the hope of improving weather.  Term 3 is the term that we traditionally use to 

check our sense of urgency to make sure that our children are making the best possible progress in 
their learning, so that we’re not waiting for the end of the year!  This term each team will be helping the 
children to learn about business as this is our theme.  Remember last year when we finished the term 

with an extravaganza?  Well, classes are preparing something similar but it may be in a different format.  
Check your child’s class blog to find out what they are doing, and prepare to be involved! 

You will surely have noticed that the sandpit area looks dreadful!  We have been working with the 
Ministry of Education for many months to get this repaired and refurbished.  The shade sail was finally   

installed during the last holidays and now we’re waiting for tenders for the rest of the refurbishment.  It is 
such a shame that we haven’t been able to really use this area for learning. 

 

 

Staffing changes 
Mrs Stanley has won a promotion to a position as a mathematics leader at Rangeview Intermediate School 
and she will start this new job on Monday 4 September.  We offer her hearty congratulations and know that 
she will be very successful in this new role as she is incredibly skilled with her knowledge of making children 
interested and thriving learners in mathematics.  Her MST classes will not be operating for the rest of  
Term 3. 
 
Miss Fa’afua Silipa is the new teacher in Room 10, sharing the class with Mrs Chanelle Meikle.  Miss Silipa 
has made a very positive start to her work with us, and is already working very well with Mrs Meikle. 
 
The Board of Trustees has engaged the services of Kea Education to guide the process of replacing the 
principal, and hope that a replacement will be employed for the start of Term 4.  For a principal, starting a 
new position at the beginning of the year is particularly challenging as the year has already been organised.  
So, starting in Term 4 gives the new principal time to find out how our school ‘works’ and to consider what 
priorities he or she might want for the future direction of the school.  If a replacement cannot start at the 
beginning of Term 4 our two capable deputy principals will be able to ‘fill the gap’ temporarily. 
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217 Rosebank Road, Avondale 
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Year 6 transition to Avondale Intermediate School 
The senior staff at Avondale Intermediate School has organized three key events for our Year 6 students to 
help our children to transition to the next stage of their learning journey. 
 
 Wednesday 9 August from 10:30am:   Principal Miss Joanne Hardwidge and deputy  
 principal Mrs Pip Blakey visited our Year 6 classes so that the children know who  
 they are.  They have left a prospectus and explained the enrolment procedure. 
 
 Tuesday 15 September from 9:30am to 1:15pm:   This is the Orientation Day at the 
 intermediate school and is an opportunity for our children to see what life at intermediate 
  is like, and begin to understand the exciting opportunities that await them! 
 
 Friday 8 September at 2:00pm:   Student leaders from the intermediate will speak  
 with our Year 6 children. 
 
 

Children’s Writing 
The children in Room 2 have been writing about dinosaurs.  Here is one conversation about a T-Rex. 
 

 I am Alexandria and I am going to tell you about T-Rex.  It is like a longosaurus.   
 Is it big or small?  Maybe it is big.  Is it?  Yes!  It is!  I like T-Rex. 
                  Alexandria Y1 
 

The children in Room 27 have been learning about writing books.  They are all very enthusiastic and plan to 
share their books with the children in the junior school – this is a great thing to do as it shows our writers as 
real authors!  Deevah has written a delightful book called Deevah and her Friends.  As well as an interesting 
story about Deevah’s special friends she has drawn beautiful illustrations.  We plan to reproduce Deevah’s 
illustrations and print her text so that we have a properly published book for our library, as well as for 
Deevah to share.  Deevah’s family is right to be really proud of her work.   Her original book will continue to 
bring pleasure to everyone who reads it. 
 
Room 10 children have been learning to notice like scientists, using the sense of taste, appearance and 
feeling.  They observed fruit salad and completed a chart to record their descriptions.  Here is the content of 
Scientist Cassidy’s chart.  Sorry, I can’t reproduce her illustrations so will report on the other senses. 
 

Looks  watermelon, grapefruit, peaches, coconut 
Tastes  sweet, juicy, squishy, natural 

Feels soft, squishy, watery, smooth, rough, sticky, cold 
Cassidy, R10, Y3 

 
Notice how she is able to use words like ‘smooth’ and ‘rough’ to explain the different textures in a fruit 
salad.  Well done, Cassidy.        
  
 

ESOL trips and great learning 
Miss Hedstrom has again organised a series of visits for her ESOL groups to experience more practical 
learning.  They have recently been visiting the Waitakere Refuse and Recycling Centre in Lincoln Road and 
have discovered all sorts of amazing facts and opportunities for recycling.  There is a shop there, and Miss 
Hedstrom says the bargains are impressive, especially for cheap household goods.  Some of our teachers 



have already visited the shop and bought useful things.  The website is 
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/environmentwaste/rubbishrecycling/Pages/CommunityRecyclingC
entres.aspx.  Check it out!  You can check out the Room 8 blogs to see lots of the children’s work about the 
visits.  
 
 

Inflatable Football School Soccer Program 
 

 Where?    Rosebank School  
 When?     11am-11.30am on the following Friday’s :  25 Aug.,  1 Sept.,  8 Sept.,  15 Sept., 
                        22 Sept.,  29 Sept. 
 Cost?     $44.00 per child 
 Who can play?   All children from 5yrs to 12yrs old 
 What to bring?   Hat, shinpads, boots or trainers, socks, lots of water and snacks 
 Register?    Register online at footballfc.co.nz or pay to Christina at the school office 
 
If you wish to know more about inflatable football you can view an instruction video on youtube at this address : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5CwOpomU08 
 

 

Furniture sales 
We have a wonderful offer for some lucky parents and families.  We have some spare desks and chairs for 
sale on Thursday 31 August at 2:30pm until 4:00pm in Room 30 – in the Tupulaga building, next door to Mrs 
Schuster’s classroom.  We’ll remind you again before the sale day! 
 

Community Evening 
Thank you to the parents who came along to hear our Board of Trustees chairperson talk about our school 
charter.  It was a good opportunity for parents to hear about the Board’s ideas for the future development of 
the school.  Chairperson Tony Gibbs explained how the previous community consultation had provided the 
Board with information about how families want to see the school move forward.  Trustees are moving to 
take responsibility for particular aspects.  Tony Gibbs will take responsibility for finances and fundraising, 
Brian Belshaw for property, Lin Chetty for community involvement and volunteers, and Teuila Gaina for 
Information technology.  We had special visitors from Edvance and the Wananga o Aotearoa who are 
offering free programmes for our families.  You’ll find enrolment forms in the Community Hub – just 
complete the forms and hand them into Christina in the office. 
 

Parent meetings coming soon 

Mrs Van Neikerk has organised a series of parent meetings to share information with parents about our 
Mutukaroa programme and we have a group of excellent parents who will be sharing what they have 
learned about helping their children and how they use this at home.  Our Reading Together programme is an 
excellent way for parents to learn how their children become better readers, and how reading at home can 
become more enjoyable. 
 
Mutukaroa meeting  This will be held on 10 August in Room 8, our ESOL room from 1:45pm to 3:00pm. 
 
Reading Together  The first three meetings will be held from 1:45pm to 3:00pm in our Community Hub on 
Tuesday 15 August, Tuesday 22 August and Tuesday 29 August.  The fourth meeting will be held on 

http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/environmentwaste/rubbishrecycling/Pages/CommunityRecyclingCentres.aspx
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Tuesday 19 September from 1:45pm to 3:00pm at our local Avondale Community Library – and what an 
appropriate venue for the final session and a celebration of everything we have learned together.   
 
We hope that you’ll be able to join us for these important and fun events. 
 
PTA meeting – the next meeting of our Parent Teacher Association will be held in our Community Hub on 
Wednesday 23 August at 3:15pm.  Please join us for a ‘cuppa’ and bring your ideas for fundraising – how we 
might raise money and what we could buy to support the work of the school. 
 

 

Community Notices…. 

These are life skills courses that cover listening, speaking, and numeracy around general everyday 
living.  For more information please help yourself to the information pamphlets in the Community 
Hub. 

 

There are three separate courses covering te reo, tikanga and financial capability.  For more 
information please help yourself to the information pamphlets in the Community Hub. 

 

Parent evening Thursday 10 August from 6:00pm to 7:30pm 
Open Day Thursday 24 August from 9:20am to 11:45am 
Packs are available from the school office 
If you require further information, please phone 626 6414 

 
Kind regards 
 

H I Bell 
Heather Bell 
Principal 
 

 

Coming Events…. 
Thursday 10 August     Mutukaroa meeting for Y1 – 3 parents 
Friday 11 August     school assembly hosted by the Whau team 
Monday 14 August     Maths week – and financial literacy learning 
Tuesday 15 August     9:00am Avondale Intermediate School orientation day for Y6 children 
       1:45pm Reading Together 
Wednesday 16 August     Winter Field Day 
Thursday 17 August     ESOL field trip Group 1 
Friday 18 August     Avondale Kindergarten visit  
       Singing assembly 
Tuesday 22 August     ESOL field trip Group 2 

    1:45pm Reading Together 
Wednesday 23 August     Nurture Kindergarten visiting our school 
       3:15pm PTA meeting in the Community Hub 
Thursday 24 August     ESOL field Trip Group 4 
Friday 25 August     The Turtle and the Plastic Bag performance 


