
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tena Koutou, Talofa Lava, Kia Orana, Malo e lelei, Fakalofa lahi atu, 

Talohani, Talofa Koutou, Namaste, Salaam, Sawasdee, Hallo Allemaal,  

Nihao, Sidaytahay, Konichi wa, Ayubowan, Greetings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 2,  Term 1                     24 March 2017 

                 AVONDALE CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
                      “A heart for all people”   “A church for all nations” 

 
Meeting every Sunday, 10.30am in the Rosebank School Hall, a multi-cultural, 

contemporary, friendly church serving your 
community: Crèche, Children’s programmes, Regular youth 

programmes:  All enquiries phone 820-0411  

 

Dear parents and families 

It is hard to imagine that this term is over one third completed.  Teachers have been working 

hard to get their programmes operating well so that children’s learning can be successful.  This 

term’s value is Respect, so we’re concentrating on showing respect for ourselves, each other 

and our environment. 

We’ve recently had a number of children suffering with an upset tummy.  We’re really grateful 

when parents let us know that their children are at home sick for this reason and keep the 

children at home until they have recovered.  We are able to remind children about hygiene 

and the importance of hand-washing but once children are here at school we can only deal 

with the symptoms and ask parents to take the children home... 
 

Room 14 was considering words to describe Goldilocks and the Three Bears, and they were making a 
Venn diagram with Mr Nadat.  Leka suggested the word ‘civilised’ and Mr Nadat started to write the 
word on the Goldilocks side.  Leka interrupted and told Mr Nadat that that word needed to go with the 
three bears.  Mr Nadat asked why and Leka replied, “Goldilocks did not act in a civilised way because 
she ate their porridge, slept in their beds and made a mess in their house.  That is not civilised.”  Well 
done, Leka – good thinking! 
 

This year we have had some children behaving very badly – fighting, running away when called to 
teachers, not following instructions in class and in the playground, calling other children names and 
being unkind to others.  This kind of behaviour stops everyone from learning.   
 
The teachers have spent time working out what our value of Respect looks like and sounds like.  We’ve 
had Constable Taina talk with groups of children and will soon have the members of our 
Neighbourhood Policing Team work with some of our children with some special games.   Tanya, our 
social worker, is working with several of the children and teachers are working within their classrooms 
to give children useful strategies to help them avoid bad behaviour.   
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Parents, if you see any unacceptable behaviour in the playground before or after school, please share 
this with a teacher and give us the children’s names if you can so that we can follow-up with the 
children and their families.   If you have any concerns or any ideas you’d like to share with us please see 
your child’s teacher, either of our deputy principals or me. 
 

Teachers are noticing that many children are yawning a lot during the day, and some children are even 
falling asleep.  It is very hard to learn as well as we can if we are tired.  Some children talk about the 
video games and television programmes they watch late at night.  Parents, please make sure that 
children come to school having had a good night’s sleep so that they can learn better. 
 

We do not have the after school care programme operating from our school hall.  Staff from Youth 
Town collect the children from here and walk them over to the intermediate school.  Children who are 
waiting for parents will be waiting in the library.  Parents, please collect your children by 3:30pm as staff 
members have meetings and other commitments and are not able to provide additional supervision.  
We have twice had children still waiting at almost 5:00pm! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make this first informal Meet the Teacher evening so pleasant 
and purposeful.  The weather was perfect, and so many families enjoyed catching up with the teachers 
and munching on the sausages.  Parents, please remember that you are always welcome to come and 
join in your child’s class programme. 
 

Children from Rooms 12, 14 and 28 joined together to take part in this year’s World Read Aloud Day.  
The ‘buzz’ of excited reading and sharing in pairs and groups was delightful.  Thank to Mr Nadat for 
organising such an exciting event, and to all the children for participating so enthusiastically.  Mr Nadat 
has suggested that next year we invite the whole school to take part, and parents to come and read 
aloud with us. 
 

Here are some comments from some of the children and some photographs from this year’s event… 

 

 
 
 

Read Aloud Day occurred on Thursday 16 February.  Initially Mrs Singh instructed us to choose a 
book to take to Mr Nadat’s classroom, Room 14.  Mr Nadat was hosting the event.   I was nervous 
because I didn’t know what was going to happen or what we were doing.  The senior classrooms 

were there and I was scared about reading to the entire senior syndicate. 
 



 
My favourite part was when we got to meet new people and share our favourite books with them. 

It was a good way to get to know some new people and make new friends!  I felt good about  
the whole process and Read Aloud Day was a good idea because it helps to build our confidence. 

 
We had a wonderful visitor – Mrs Bell, our wonderful principal.  She read us a book called  
“Love the Baby” by Steven L Layne.  I liked the book because the title reminded me of my  

baby cousin as she is about the same age.  Mrs Bell read with expression.  It made it seem  
like the characters from the story were really there, and Mrs Bell didn’t sound like a robot. 

 
Overall, I thought that Read Aloud Day was a good day as it is good for our reading  

skills and helps build up our confidence in reading.  I recommend for the future that the whole  
school joins in Read Aloud day which is celebrated nationwide. 

          Merceious, R28 
 

All of the senior classes gathered in Kotahitanga for Read Aloud Day. 
My teacher, Mrs Jethender, told us to get our favourite book.  I thought that we  
were doing silent reading again.  Once the three classes, R12, R14 and R28 sat  

down quietly, Mr Nadat talked to us about his favourite book from when he  
was younger.  He was making hilarious voices.  After that he told us to read our  

book out loud to a buddy.  I was excited about doing this. 
 

We found a spot to sit and started reading to each other.  After about 10 minutes  
Mrs Bell came as a special guest.  She explained about the book she wanted to read  
to us.  She knew the author and I felt positive the book was going to be interesting.   

It was a picture book called “Love the Baby”.  Everybody enjoyed the book and  
was hoping that the author would come and visit our school.  Mrs Bell said  

that she has met many authors, and she also enjoys meeting new  
students in our school. 

 
Mrs Bell played a little guessing game with us, which was hard but we finally  

got the hang of it.  FINALLY! We continued to read for a little bit more.  Eventually  
it was time to go back to our class.  I had an awesome time!  I 

 wish we could do this again! 

                Dayna, R12 
 

Mr Nadat hosted Read Aloud Day with R12, R14 and R28.  At first he read us a book with  
two main characters, a monkey and a bunny.  We were instructed to read a book to a new  

person who we had never met before.  I was scared about that part. 
 

I read a book that powers my and other people’s imaginations.  Moments later,  
Mrs Bell our school principal, came in and we gathered around her.  She read us a book called  

“Love the Baby”.  Everyone really adored Mrs Bell’s book. The room became very hot  
and I could hardly breathe! 

 
To be honest, I expected to read with my friends.  But sometimes people have to face reality.   
Actually, it wasn’t bad.  Everything didn’t go the way I expected it to but it was way better.   

I was happy, energised and confident at the same time.  In my head I was doing my  
‘Happy Tap Dance’ which shows that I am the happiest girl alive.   

I was about to do it in front of everyone – oops! 
 

I was pretty disappointed when it ended and this is my last year.  Oh well, at least  
I have memories of Read Aloud Day.  I think Read Aloud Day is one of the best events ever.   

I hope people hear about it worldwide because it encourages others to  
share their expression with another person. 

           Janis, R14 



Initially three classes gathered.  The three were R12, R14 and R28.  Everyone was confused  

about what he had to do.  Mr Nadat said to the classes, “I’ll read you a book on the iPad  

and put it on the tv”.  He did and started reading. 

 

At that time everyone was still a little confused and so when he finished he spoke to  

the classes, “Today you must buddy up with someone and read.”  Soon everyone was  

no longer confused. 

 

Everyone had a buddy so we got right into it.  Moments later Mrs Bell, our principal,  

came in and told us why she was here – to read “Love the Baby.”  I liked Read Aloud  

Day because it is very good to read and fun I will always remember. 

                  Kaisami, R14 

We’ve had some parents sharing their concerns about road safety – particularly about two things 
1. parents parking on the yellow lines, and 
2. parents calling their children across the road at the school gate – and not using the crossing. 

Both of these can put children in dangerous positions, so please be good role models. 
 
 

Recently I received the following letter…. 
 
Dear Mrs Bell, 

 

We need new uniforms.  The first thing parents and staff think about our netball uniforms is that they are 

old!  Did you know that we girls feel embarrassed because they are too old and too short.  We, the netball 

girls, have come up with a plan/solution.   

 

We ask your permission to do fundraising for new uniforms.  We have it all under control.  Our designs 

will be shown to the staff for their choice.  Dayna, Vichika and I (Tiare-Anne) have played netball for one 

year wearing those uniforms.  It is not fair that we wear these uniforms because they are like singlets to 

us.   

 

We need about $3000 for twenty uniforms and bibs.  We hope that our fundraising can cover the cost.  

Miss King is supporting our efforts.  Our ideas for fundraising include…  

 sausage sizzle 

 disco 

 cake stall 

 candy floss sales 

 a netball fun run 

 finding sponsors. 

We need the new uniforms before the season starts, and they take five weeks from ordering to despatch.  

We need to start fundraising as soon as possible. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Tiare-Anne, Dayna and Vichika 

 

Their idea is really worthwhile, so they have formed a fundraising committee for this task.  The girls will 
be working together, investigating sponsorship in the community and conducting fun activities here at 
school.  They will be glad of support from all of our parents and children.  If any family would like to 
donate a packet of serviettes, some frozen sausages, a bottle of tomato sauce or a loaf of bread the girls 
will be delighted.  This is a great opportunity to learn ‘real life’ skills. 



 

 

 
 
 

We have some more exciting news from KidsCan!  Winter is just around the corner and it is time to start 
measuring our kids up for their warm Vodafone Warriors rain jackets. As we are a new KidsCan school 
we are able to offer a jacket to each and every child who wants one.  However it is important that we all 
understand that we only get them because of the hard work and generosity of many people.  We need 
to name the jackets, take good care of them and wear them to school on cold rainy days. They are not 
to be given away to anyone else. 
 
If you DO NOT wish your child to receive a jacket please let your child’s class teacher know. The jackets 
will be given out early in term 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
For the last three weeks we’ve had extra special meetings with our families as part of our Home School 
Partnership work.   
 
Each week we had about 50 parents attending, and working with their children and our teachers to 
strengthen knowing about how children best learn in mathematics.  The games were fun as well as 
educational.   
 
Many thanks to everyone who gave their time so willingly to help our children learn, and especially to 
Mrs Stanley, Miss Tohi, Whaea Rebecca and Mrs Schuster – and all the other staff members who joined 
in and supported these mathematics lead teachers. 

 

 

 

 



Sawsi Lal a marine scientist who works for Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) visited classes and talked 
to students about sustainability. She talked about how many snappers we could catch and why. It was 
very interesting as it related to real life situations and it applied to our daily lives too. We can’t be 
greedy and catch too many fish because it affects the food chain also.  
 

  We can only catch 7 snappers a day.               Cockles filter water and keep it clean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  They inspect boats and ships too.              A  snapper should be 30 cms long to catch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This printmaking project in ESOL class involved the children choosing an icon or symbol from their 
culture (or place of birth) and creating it with cardboard in order to make a print.  
 
The children then wrote an introduction about themselves, typed it up and then recorded themselves 
using an app called 'Fotobabble'. These are on the blog. http://room8rosebank2017.blogspot.co.nz/ 
 

      

http://room8rosebank2017.blogspot.co.nz/


  
We have entered our second year with ASB School banking. It’s up and running from the first week of 
this term. We have some new ASB Rosebank School customers who have joined and have started 
saving. Good saving habits are important for success in life and we are trying to develop that in our 
students - the habit of putting aside some money and not to spend it all. It’s not about the amount we 
save but to save something if and when we can. To help us with banking and to support our young 
customers every Friday we have bank tellers from Year 5 and 6 classes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
H.I. Bell 

Principal 

 

    Monday 27 March  Y5/6 group 2 visit for Beach Life Education 
    Thursday 30 March  Y3/4 T-ball competition at St Dominics School 
    Friday 31 March  school assembly hosted by Whau team 
    Pita Pit Day 
    Monday 3 April  6:00m combined Patiki board of trustees meeting 
    Wednesday 5 April  possible visit from Heart Foundation for Y5/6 
    Thursday 6 April  possible visit from Heart Foundation for Y5/6 
    Friday 7 April   possible visit from Heart Foundation for Y5/6 
    Monday 10 April  visit from a Samoan Primary School to Tupulaga team 
    6:00pm board of trustees meeting 
    Wednesday 12 April book parade 

    Thursday 13 April school assembly hosted by TRA team 

    Term 1 finishes at 3:00pm 
    Monday 1 May  Term 2 starts 
 

Room 16 Ms Nicola Hildreth’s class 
won the ASB class trophy as they had 
the highest number of students sign up 
for banking.  

Rosebank School Bank Tellers 
2017 



 

 

 

Do you want to work on a project whilst having a chat and a cuppa or do you want to learn how to 

knit, crochet, embroider etc.?? Then this is the right work shop for you!! 

 

There will be a tutor present who is fluent in all kinds of needlecraft to teach or help you when you 

need a hand.  So bring along your project and get stuck in. In case you don't know where to begin 

then we have some resources available to get you started on a project.  Gold coin donation / 

Koha. 

 

These are the upcoming sessions at the Avondale Community Centre but will continue beyond that: 

*  Friday 10 March 9.30-12PM, Wednesday 15 March 12.30 -2.30PM 

*  Friday 24 March 9.30-12PM, Wednesday 29 March 12.30 -2.30PM 

 
 

 
 

Youthtown’s activities, workshops, and day trips we have lined up for the next school holidays are 

awesome!  Sports clinics have been so popular, that we’ve now added a Multi-Sport Clinic 

option (Rugby Clinic is still available).  For the adventurous, they can choose jet boating, rock-

climbing, high ropes, the amazing race at Rangitoto or the adventure park.  Our day trips include 

the zoo, movies, trampolining and Chipmunks!  However, staying back at the base is just as much 

fun! 

 

You can check out more information and book online for all holiday or after school programmes at : 

   http://www.youthtown.org.nz/locations/auckland/west-auckland

  

 

 

               
 

 

 

This year we are celebrating the 25th Pasifika 

Festival would love for your school community 

to be there!  

Pasifika is a free, family friendly festival that 

enables families to experience Pacific Island 

cultures without leaving Auckland.  

 

EVENT INFORMATION 

Western Springs Park will be transformed into 

11 Pacific Island villages, each with a 

performance stage and market stalls. 

Experience the sounds and flavours of Pacific 

Island cultures without leaving Auckland. 

WHAT: 25th Pasifika Festival 

DATE: Sat 25 - Sun 26 March 

TIME: Sat 10am - 5pm; Sun 10am - 4pm 

WHERE: Western Springs Park 

ENTRY: FREE! 

INFORMATION: www.aucklandnz.com/pasifik

a  

 

http://www.youthtown.org.nz/sites/default/files/media-documents/April%20Holidays%20Sport%20Clinics_North%20Shore.pdf?utm_source=Youthtown+North+Shore&utm_campaign=5d622b97f3-Auckland+North+-+Enrol+now+for+April+Hols+%26+Term+2&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cb92790b21-5d622b97f3-
http://www.youthtown.org.nz/locations/auckland/west-auckland
http://www.aucklandnz.com/pasifika
http://www.aucklandnz.com/pasifika


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

The Auckland Boys’ Choir has started its 2017 programme  

and will be performing in various venues during the  

coming year.  The choir consists of up to 40 boys aged  

between 8 and 12 years who come from all parts of  

Auckland and sing a variety of music suited to their  

treble voices. Many of the boys move on to secondary  

school groups as their voices mature including the  

Auckland Youth Choir, The NZ Secondary Schools’ 

Choir and the NZ Youth Choir. 

 

Rehearsals are on Mondays at 4.30pm at Saint George’s  

Church Hall, Ranfurly Road, Epsom.  The Choir has wide 

community support including as patrons, David Hamilton 

of Auckland and Simon O’Neill, who spends most of his  

time singing in the world’s great opera houses overseas.  

Support also comes from the Lions Club of Remuera, St George’s Church in Epsom and St Luke’s 

Church in Remuera which provide concert venues.  During the year the choir can be heard singing 

in the Auckland Town Hall, The Auckland Cathedral in Parnell , and other venues as well as visiting 

Auckland schools that are interested in hearing them. 

 

Auditions are at present taking place and appointments can be made by interested families 

phoning 577 5722.  Further information regarding the choir can be obtained by viewing its web site 

www.aucklandboyschoir.org.nz.  There has been a place for boys’ choirs over many centuries and 

the Auckland Boys’ Choir is continuing this tradition for local boys. 
  
  
 
  

 

The choir on a visit to the Whangarei 

area last year. 

 

http://www.akboyschoir.cfsites.org/

